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Session 8!e F"rst A#tic$e%o& 'e C#eed — P(rt 2

Old Testament
As the psalmist says, we are wonderfully made. 
God created us. He “knit us together in our mother’s 
womb”. While abortion properly belongs as a 
topic under the Fifth Commandment, we also 
acknowledge that it is God who created us. We 
are not free to treat God’s creative gift like a 
burden that must be borne only when we want. 
Children are not a curse, but a blessing. They 
are not a mistake (although conception may occur 
in sinful circumstances) but are a gift from God. 

New Testament 
Paul’s defense of the faith at the Areopagus 
shows how the church can interact with the 
world and is involved in the public square. Paul 
is addressing the Epicureans (who believed only  
in material things — they were functional atheists)  
and the Stoics (who believed that all things 
were Divine). He makes it clear that there is 
a creator of the heavens and the earth (thus 
contradicting the Epicureans) and that this creator  
is One, separate from the creation itself (this 
contradicting the Stoics). He quotes one of the 
Greek poets in support of what he has said, before 
stating his belief in the Resurrection of the dead 
(which all Greek philosophers rejected.) Paul is 
entering the Public Square, and doing it on the 
philosophers’ terms, but he is doing so without  
conceding anything of the truth of the Gospel. 

Catechism*
The evil influence of evolution must be addressed, 
especially if children attend a public school, 
where they are inundated from a young age 
with evolutionist propaganda. Adults who are 
new to the church have lived their lives in a 
world that assumes evolution. Without Creation 
as a foundation, the rest of our catechesis is of 
little effect. 

Evolution is no less a religion than Creationism. 
There are two fundamental presuppositions 
on which evolution rests. Neither is testable 
(a requirement for scientific inquiry.) One is 
religious, the other philosophical. The religious 
assumption is that there is no god: everything in 
the world exists and developed by natural means 
without outside influence. The philosophical 
presupposition is that randomness can appear 
ordered. Without these two fundamental 
non-scientific presuppositions being true, the 
doctrine of evolution falls. Evolution is the 
ancient philosophy of Epicureanism, given a 
new “scientific” covering. 

 Psalm: 8

 Hymn: 578, “Thy Strong Word”

 Memory Work: First Article from “...he defends.”

 Readings: Psalm 139 (We are wonderfully made) and Acts 17 (Paul at the Areopagus)

T)aching H)lp*
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There are theological consequences to an 
evolutionistic view. 

If God is not the creator, He has no authority 
to give His Law to us, for we are not made 
in His image.

If death existed before sin, then death is 
not a consequence of sin. This destroys the 
redemption of Christ. He can take away sin, 
but not death, since death is no longer linked 
to sin.

All man made religions try to give meaning 
to life and death. Evolution does this by 
allowing the death of the unfit to make room 
for the more fit. The death of the atheist then, 
is given meaning in that it allows for a better 
world to follow. 

Ultimately, evolution must lead to nihilism: the 
teaching that there is no inherent meaning to 
life. The only thing that matters under such a 
philosophy is what one can do — that is, what 
one has the power to accomplish. Love and 
service to others are important only insofar as 
they feed the goal of doing what one wants. 

Another word that is used quite often is 
“environment”. It means surroundings. There 
is much less to this word than  “creation” or 
“nature”, which speak of our responsibility 
to be good stewards of what God has given 
us. Environment is an atheistic look at the 
surroundings, in the context of lack of human 
interference. (Have “environmentalists” ever 
worried about the environment inside a building?) 
Environmentalism deals with our surroundings and 
mankind’s inherently destructive influence, rather 
than the creation and mankind’s responsible 
stewardship of the resources God has given.

God creates us to do certain things as part of 
our calling (vocation) and fulfilling those is a 
real good work, rather than the big impressive 
works of the “important people.” This could be 
as simple as a child studying in school, a parent 
changing a diaper (an example used by Luther), 
or a person working hard at a job they do not 
like to support their family.
 * The following notes are not specifically related to the Small or 

Large Catechism as written by Luther. But every museum, TV 
special, classroom instruction, and interaction with the world 
regarding our origins will reflect an evolutionistic view. If we 
do not address what is perhaps the greatest apologetic task 
of our age to our new members, we cannot be surprised that 
so many people consider evolution to be compatible with 
the Christian faith. For many people, evolution is “science” 
and Scripture is “faith”. But we do not stop thinking when we 
believe the Word of God. Attempts to sequester faith in some 
superstitious corner of our hearts, while allowing science to 
dictate the terms of our faith, is to admit defeat before we 
have even begun to teach the Word of God.
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L+,e- S(ys…
The Creed is nothing else than the answer and 
confession of Christians arranged with respect 
to the First Commandment… God the Father 

has not only given us all that we have and 
see before our eyes, but daily preserves and 

defends us against all evil and misfortune.

N./es

L+,e-’s L(rge C(techi*0
The First Article of the Creed: Part 2

Few believe this:

 — Don’t consider the duty and privilege 
this article gives.

 ¤ If we believed this, we would not  
be so proud.

 ¤ We don’t produce life, health,  
wealth, etc.

 ¤ The world is blind and misuses  
these gifts.

 — If we believed this article, it would  
terrify us.

 ¤ We sin daily,

 ¤ Especially those who oppose  
God’s Word.

 — Christians recognize the obligation  
to serve and obey.

Should work at this article.

 — God gives everything good.

 — Escape from danger is a gift of God.

 — We know how much He loves us.

 — He gives great blessings in this life, 
even apart from the Second and Third 
Article.


